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SUBJECTTNVESTIGATION BY SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
INTO DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 


1 . HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS, CHAIRED BY 
LOUIS STOKES (D - OHIO), HAS FORMALLY REQUESTED DEPARTMENT 
ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH ITS CONTINUING INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. COMMITTEE HAS 
BEEN MADE AWARE OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO LEE HARVEY OSWALD'S 
STAY IN THE SOVIET UNION WHICH IT BELIEVES ARE IN THE HANDS 
OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND WHICH THE WARREN COMMISSION 
WAS NOT AWARE OF AT THE TIME OF ITS PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION. 
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2. ON JUNE 1 . CONGRESSMAN ROBERT W. EDGAR (D - PA) MET WITH 
MINISTER COUNSELOR VASEV OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY HERE AND MADE 
A COMMITTEE REQUEST FOR SOVIET DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION 
WHICH COULD SHED FURTHER LIGHT ON OSWALD'S ASSOCIATES 
WHILE IN THE SOVIET UNION AND ON HIS MOTIVE FOR THE ASSASSI- 
NATION. MANY OF THESE DOCUMENTS ARE BELIEVED BY THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE TO BE KGB TELEPHONIC, MAIL AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
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SURVEILLANCE REPORTS CONCERNING OSWALD. 

3. DURING THE MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN EDGAR, VASEV NOTED 
THAT COMMITTEE REQUEST PRESENTED PROBLEMS BUT THAT HE WOULD 
ASK FOR INSTRUCTIONS FROM MOSCOW BEFORE PROVIDING A FORMAL 
RESPONSE. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, VASEV NOTED THAT COMMITTEE 
REQUEST COULD LEAD TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH OSWALD WHICH COULD DISHONOR THE USSR BY 
INSINUATION. 

4. UNDER SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS NEWSOM HAS 
INFORMED SELECT COMMITTEE THAT DEPARTMENT'S WISHES TO 
COOPERATE WITH COMMITTEE S EFFORTS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY BY TRACING FURTHER 
DETAILS OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD'S STAY IN THE SOVIET UNION. 
EMBASSY SHOULD, EARLY NEXT WEEK, MAKE APPROACH TO APPRO- 
PRIATE SOVIET AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT OF COMMITTEE REQUEST 

TO VASEV FOR DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION CONCERNING OSWALD. 
EMBASSY SHOULD NOTE OUR APPRECIATION FOR SOVIET COOPERA- 
TION AT THE TIME OF THE WARREN COMMISSION. YOU SHOULD 
EMPHASIZE THAT SELECT COMMITTEE DOES NOT INTEND TO IMPLY 
BY ITS REQUEST THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION IS 
IMPLICATED IN ANY WAY IN THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY. EMBASSY SHOULD ASK THE SOVIETS TO INDICATE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE WHETHER THEY WILL BE IN A POSITION TO 
PROVIDE THE DOCUMENTS REQUESTED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE. 
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5. EMBASSY DEMARCHE AND ANY INITIAL SOVIET REACTION SHOULD 
BE REPORTED IN DETAIL. ONE WEEK AFTER INITIAL APPROACH, 
EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO REPORT AGAIN WHETHER THERE HAS 
BEEN ANY SOVIET RESPONSE AND TO GIVE ITS ASSESSMENT AT 
THAT TIME OF THE LIKELIHOOD OF ANY RESPONSE. 

6. DEPARTMENT HAS BY AGREEING TO MAKE APPROACH FORESTALLED 
FOR THE PRESENT MOVE FOR CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION ASKING 
THAT DEPARTMENT SECURE INFORMATION. VANCE 
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